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The legacy o� Gösta Rehn 

K.Sösta Rehn, 
and leading 
summer. 

Swedish pioneer 
UFO intellectual, 

ufologist 
died last 

I first met Rehn at a UFO symposium in 
stockhalm in 1971. Rehn was then 
regarded, by a few leading <but less 
intellectual) ufologists, as a stubborn 
and conservative old man. Rehn refused 
to swallow the popular new age and occult 
philosophies delivered by these enthusi­
asts as a part of the UFO parcel. 

What would Swedish ufology be like 
without Rehn? His books was the first 
reliable info on UFOs to be found in the 
public libraries. Without him I <and 
many of my colleagues) might (sooner or 
later> have found UFOs too "far out•, and 
turned our attention to matters more · 
down-to-earth. A whole generation of 
ufologists grew up reading his books. 
Rehn�s pen even reached foreign nations 
on the continent, the UK, USA and Japan. 

I always felt sympathy, admiration and 
respect for Gösta Rehn. As I now have 

read parts of his voluminous correspon­
dence, this feeling increases. I feel 
inferior to his scholarly, academic 
intellect, but kindred with most of 
Rehn�s thoughts from his disgust of 
everything religious to his hatred for 
motorists and cars. 

This old man had a great influence on 
many of us. One may, as Håkan Blo•qvist 
does in his biographical portrait in this 
issue, criticize Rehn for his credulity, 
his stubborn belief in impossible cases 
and the ET theory. Still, he led us on 
the way to a ufology that was closer to 
reality and facts. No one co•J.ld have done 
it better than he did. 

In 1985, I tald Rehn that the secret 
defence documents on the 1946 ghost 
racket wave had finally been released. 
"They deceived me", was his angry 

comment. He had tried, in vain, for many 
years to get a release. And Rehn never 
learned the truth about the Domsten 

affair. Time was not on his side. 

The legacy of Rehn is heavy 
shoulders. We must strive to make 
a serious and intellectual study, 
subject of belief and worship. 

on our 
ufology 

not a 

Anders Liljegren 
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K-Gös.t.a. RE!'hn 1891-1989 

==================================== 

The life of a Swedish UFO pioneer 

by Håkan Blomqvist 

On June 17, 1989, the grand old aan of Swedish ufology, 
K.Sösti Rehn, died. Shortly after his 98th birthdiy on 
"ay 22 be caught pneuaonia and WiS taken to a Stocthol• 
hospital. Mith Rehn an epoch in Swedish ufology coaes to 
an end. 

In 1978, Rehn donated parts of his litterature collection 
to AFU IArchives for UFO Research). On Aug. 27, 1989, 
Anders Liljegren and I drove to Broaaa to fetch the 
reaainder of his collection, which, according to Rebn's 
last wish, would be given to AFU after his death. �ch to 
our surprise we found that Rehn's daughter bad disposed 
of all of Rehn's correspondence. 

With beirts thuaping in our throats, Nf wandered to a 
garbige rooa in the backyard. As luck would have it, 
there were still 32 thick files of K.Sista Rehn's 
personal correspondence with UFO witnesses and resear­
chers froa ill over the world. A truly aaazing base 
m�teriil bad been saved to the afterworld. 

Cultural environaent 
--------------------

K.6östi Rehn was born on "ay 22, 1891. His father was 
aanager of the beautiful Hässelby castle to the northwest 
of Stockhola, owned by the noble Bonde faaily. The castle 
was a resort for cultural personalities since the 16th 
century, and bad had faaous guests such as toaposer Carl 
"icbael Bellaan and visionary Eaanuel Swedenborg. 11) 

Rehn's parents lived in one of the wings of the castle. 
In 1896 &östa aet faaous novelist Verner von Heidenstaa, 
who stayed at the castle for a few years. The Rehn faaily 
often took part in ausical evenings il the castle and so 
•usic, especially the piano, becaae an early ingredience 
of young &östa's Iife. &östa sang in the choir when "arie 
Curie received her Nobel prize in cheaistry in 1911. (2) 

After his exaa in 1910, Sista was accepted by the "usical 
Atadeay as a piano student. His big dreaa was to becoae a 
concert pianist. The faaily's poor econoay forced bia, 
ha.ever, into quite another path: he started law studies 
at the Stocthola high school. 

Th��§_l!��� 

In 1919 he received a scholarship and went to the US for 
law and econoay studies. He would reaain in the US until 
1939; twenty years that be would later regard as a waste 
of tiae. Rehn hated capitalisa and Aaerican lifestyle. He 
often aade biaself iapopu1ar with his radical views. 

In 1922 Bösta Rehn aarried in New York, but his aarriate 

was unhappy due to different outlooks and teaperaaents. 
The couple bad a daughter. During his US years Rebn 
worked with banks, insurance coapanies and industries. 
The 1930s depression hit bard and Rehn found biaself 
without a job. 

To survive he .rote articles on ausic, theatre, literatu­
re and econoaics for Swedish newspapers. The New York 
yeirs was a difficult tiae for the sensitive and ausical 
Sista Rehn. He coapensated the bard work in bank aad 
insurance with intense studies of sociology, psychology 
and natural sciences. 

Rehn continued his fortal studies after be had gotten a 
• proaise of a future position. He studied Alerican 

history, politics and literature at the New York state 
University, and law, for four years, at Fordhat Universi­
ty. He becaae a bachelor of law and a bachelor of arts, 
but the job he bad been offered never aaterialized. 

Back in S�teden 

6isti finally got a job with the Swedish State Hydro 
Electrical Cotpiny. He departed for stockbola on June 12, 
1939. His faaily reaained in New York. Rehn and his wife 
finilly separited in 1949. 

Pissport photo 
froa AFU's Rehn 
collection, dated 
Det. 1, 1946. 

Rehn was 55 when 
the ghost rocket 
11ave hi t SWedetl. 

Regaining his po•ers, after the war years, Rehn took up 
studies of Freud, Adler, Russel and Bernal. This resulted 
in an iggressive, atheistic, left-wing socialist view of 
Iife. He was well read in huaan iS weil as natural 
sciences and kept pace with current cultural debate. 
Between 1954 and 1962 he wrote articles for a cultural 
•agazine, •Perspektiv•, on econoay, cybernetics, brain 
physiologi, seaintics and philosophy. 

His UFO interest starled in 1954 and in 1955 he transla­
led Donald Keyhoe's •flying saucers froa outer space• 
1nto Swedish. Despile his intense aversion to religions 



and superstitions Rehn beca1e passionately interested in 
the UFO riddle. He �as i1pressed with the 1any 1ilitary 
reports fro1 see1ingly sensible witnesses. He followtd 
the UFO literature and interviewed witnesses. 

The sotland case 

Oa Aug s, 1957, policeaan Ernst Akerberg and his wife 
Karin sighted two classical saucers at Lergravsviken on 
tbe eastern shore of the Gotland island, in the Baltic. 
The incident was reported to the Defence Staff and beca1e 
the focal point of a national radio debate on Nov. 13, 
1958. Gösta Rehn and representatives of the Staff and the 
Research Institute of National Defence took part. 

The official view was that the Gotland saucers had been 
lighted weather balloons, while Rehn thought this case 
was proof of extraterrestrial vehicles. "The richness in 
d etail that showed up in letters froa and talks with 
these witnesses was a decisive point in ay research", he 
wrote. 131 

Rehn published the case in "Perspektiv" in 1962. "The 
nice thing about a close encounter like the Gotland case 
is that the desciptions iaaediately exclude every 
explanation•, he wrote. 141 

Beint as welt-read in psychology as he was, and a 
rational scrptic, it is quite re1arkable that he chose 
not to be 10re cautious with words. One would want, for 
instance, a psychological profile of lkerberg and his 
wife. Mhat was their outlook on Iife? Nere they spiritua­
lists or what? Fro1 the early 1960s Rehn is not the 
critical researeher but a 1issionary for saucer reality. 

The Do1sten affair 

The seeond big case that Rehn got involved with was the 
Do1sten affair. Two young aen, Stig Rydberg and Hans 
Gustafsson, stated that, on the night of Dec. 29, 1958, 
they were allost kidnapped by treatures fro1 a landed 
saucer near Hel�ingborg, in the south of Sweden. 

Today we know as a fact that this case was a hoax 
Qotivated by 1oney. Strangely, Rehn took their report for 
granted although he should have been warned by their 
eagerness for aoney and the atteapts to expand the story 
into a saucer ride. Rehn tried to aake thea drunt one 
evening to get to the truth, but with no result. 

Toåay one light wonder why a scientifically inclinated 
sceptic such as Rehn would believe this story ••• ? 

ln the autuan of 1957 Rehn retired froa the Hydro 
Electrical Coapany, where he had worked with or ganiza­
tion, statistics and econoay. In 1958 he betale t•e 
Swedish representative of the Aaerican Aerial Phenoaena 
Research Drganization IAPRDI. His investigations of 
S�dish cases were p blished in the APRO Bulletin and be 
started a vigorous corrtspondence with Coral Lorenzen. 

On "arch 23, 1957, the lfological Society was created in 
Stockhola. Rehn betale a 1eaber and was, for soae ti�e, 
also a aeaber of the board. This aore or less occult 
group suited hit badly. In a 1960 letter he 1ade t�e 

4 

For several decades 
Rehn had a Iively 

correspondence with 
C or al Lorenzen of 

APRD. 

Rehn planned to visit 
the Lorenzens to 1eet 

thea, and Dlavo T. 
Fontes, but he couldn't 

afford the voyage. 

following reaarks: "Their gatherings seea like prayer­
aeetings. A Iot of cultured ladies take part. "ost of 
tbea are spiritualists, occultists, theosophists, 
believers in telepathy, etc. Thus l aa not in har1ony 
with that clique. We drink tea, have discussions and auch 
literature is available. • 151 

Abo�e all, Rehn wanted to interest scientists in th! 
saucer enigaa. He hated religion, occultisa and supersti­
tion. He wanted the saucers to fit into a •radical, 
left-wing socialistic and atheistic outlook - that is  
science above all", he  wrote in 1971. 161 

The first book 

By 1960 Gösta Rehn had the first 1anuscript ready for a 
book on saucers. The publishers rejected it until 1966, 
�hen linderaans of Gothenburg bought the book. Ottober 
1966 saw the first edition of "De flygande tefaten: 
doku1ent och teori". !The flying saucers: docuaents Jnd 
theoryl . The book was well received by the critics. R!hn 
counted no less than 24 positive reviews. Tord Hall, a 
uniJersity teacher, wrote in SvenskJ Dagbladet: "This is 
d badly needed book. lt presents the first latter-of-fact 
treataer.t in Swedish of this co1plex issue. • 171 

Rehns book was a he­
althy contrast to the 
editions froa the 
Parthenon occult pha­
lanx book co1pany of 
Helsingborg that had 
showered the aarket 
with unbelievable 
stor i es of saucer 
rides with beautiful 
Vtnusians. 

!K.Gösta Relln 
De flygande tefaten 
Dokument och teori 

/ o01d..:••• , .,. , 

Rehns first book concentraled on the best reports froa 
the US ind the role of the US Air Force. Only thrte 
S.edish cases were tentioned: the Gotland case, the 
Doasten case and the sighting of a polished saucer by air 
captain Ulf Christiernsson froa an airplane over southern 
�weden on Dec 17, 1953. Rehn staled eaphatically: •J 



- aintain that the saucers are real vehicles. That they 
coae frca sote-here in space is the only reasonable 
e�plination at hand." !Bl 

Rehn tried to interest scientists and intellectuals. He 
wanted investigation by professional researchers. In 
Rebn's thick correspondence files we find letters frot 
Tord Hall, David Ingvar, Tor Ragnar 6erhola, Ingetar 
Hedenius and other wellknown Swedish intellectuals. "ost 
of thea politely avert, saying that they lack the tiae 
for detailed studies of the problet. Rehn wanted to raise 
the question frot the religious ratblings of the occult 
up to serious investigations. 

Due to his book Rehn becaae the suprete saucer expert, 
intervieNEd by newspapers and other tedia. He was a 
frequent lecturer. Dn Dec 6, 1967, he lectured for tbe 
n�born association SIFU !The Independent institution for 
ufologyl in Stockholt. SIFU was foraed by defectors froa 
the lfological society, tostly youngsters and students, 
who prefered a aore scientific approach to UFOs. 

The ;roup even got a stall contribution of 500 kronor 

froa the city of Stockhola, which eaused aedia interest. 
The Expressen evening newspaper headed an article on "ay 
9, 1967: •confusion in the toMR hall. Have we invested 
mone; in flying saucers?". Rehn had hopes that SIFU would 
beco1e a coordinating force for serious research, but the 
group died after about a year. 

Book nli&ber ho 

'UFO! llya fakta oa de flygande tefaten• !UFO! NeM facts 

on the flying saucersl was Rehn's seeond book, published 
in 1969. An adairing preface was written by physicist Ulf 
Ringströt frot the University of Stockhola, hitself 
engaged in UFOs. This tiae a aajor portion of the book 
trealed Swedish reports, e.g. a saapling of reports from 
the Defence Staff and FOA !Research Institute of National 
Defence1 files, covering 1947-1968. 

K.GösLa Rehn 
Nya fakta om dc 
flygande 

Zindermans 

REhn was not very thorough with details, however. The 

book had aany erronous facts. For instance·· one report 
froa 1947, froa Bror Drake !an air force eaployeel, 
destribes a sighting of a reddish ball-of-light "three 
meters in front of the ear•. This was classified by Rehn 

5 
as a -:1 se encounter•. The original report !now with the 
AFU report archivesl describes the object as distant, 
ha�iny •a diatEter of a tennis ball seen at a distance of 
tt.r.:e aet�rs•, Nhich is quite a different thing froa what 
Ret.n re�crts. 

Further on in his book, Rehn reviews the chain of 
evidence for the reality of the saucers. He eaphasizes 
the solution based on "philosophy of science• as the 
final answer to solve the knot and prove the existence of 
the saucers. His thesis was: "If an unknown flying 
veh1cle I, alNays accoapanied by the properites a, b, c, 

d, et cetera, has been coapetently observed tens of 
thcusands of tiaes, and the reports have been instruaea­
tall) �erified, then follows that X is a reality, thus a 
neN kind of aerial vehicle, a "flying saucer• IUF01.• 

1101 

B�rrowing his reasonings froa Bertrand Russeli Rehn 
attetpted to prove that his aodel of proof was sci;ntifi­
cally acceptable and the only road toNards solving the 
dispute. He rejected the deaand, frot physicists, for a 
lou l certainty. The evidence Nas in the tens of theu­
sands of siailar reports. "Froa the resetblances, t•e 
t�1f�r1ity in �etails between cases, one rearhes the 
general conclusion - the saucers are physical, real 
flyillg vehicles.• !lll 

f�-e�!��r_���v��Z 
la bindsight one can observe that Rehn's todel of proof 

is punctured by the expression •coapetently observed". 
T�orough evaluation of several classical saucer sigh­
tlng�, such as the Datsten affair, has shown that they 
often have rational explanations. This is also an 

international trend in UFO research, especially in 
Europe. One nas aainly concentrated on psychological­
sociological tedels of explanation. Despile his iapressi­
ve g�neral kno•ledge of psychology Rehn failed to provide 
psychological profiles of the witnesses he investigated. 

In bis seeond book Rehn, once aore, kept distance to the 
rel191��s UFO groups. "The eecull phalanx has daaaged the 
sa�:er question. The fantastic reality of the saucers 
will get no hearing froa intellectuals, scientists and 
otr.er sensible people through tales of saucer rides 
talLs with noble saviors frot Venus and such drivet. ! 
<t:l Rehn •arned of the antiintellectual side of 
OtL�ltisa that can "take people prepared to accept a new 
fas�is�• in the world". The best Nould be to let qualifi­
ed researchers and interesled scientists do the work with 
f inJr.cial support froa governaent och private funds. !131 

Renns first two books spured saucer interest in Sweden 
and Ma� indirectly the cause for the foraation of two new 
influential organisations in 1969/1970: The national 
�rganization UFO-Sweden, and SICOFF !the Gothenburg 
Infor1dti�n Center for UFOs!. 

The tnird book - Tefaten är här! !published in 1974 by 

Abelard-Schuaan of Londond as "UFOs. Here and noN!") -
c.ae in 1972 and was labeled the best of the tripiet by 
�engt Bengtsson, Nho revie•ed it for the Swedish library 
Journal. Undoubtebly it is wellwritten and reveals an 
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ext�nsive knowledge of natural sciences. So1e 40 pages 
are: used for crititis1 of the then just published Condon 
report. Rehn also disrusses new contributions fro1 Allen 
Hyn�k and Ja1es "tDonald. 

In an eAtensive coverage of the physical and psychologi­
cal effects fro1 radiation Rehn introduces an iaaginative 
hypotheses to explain claiaed telepathic lessages froa 

saucers: 

UFOs 
Here and Now! 
K.Gösta Rehn 

Die fliegenden 
Untertassen 

sind hier! K. Gösta Rehn 

/. 

•tefaten är här!" 
was an interna­
tional surcess 
for K. Siish RthD. 

The book Mas 

translated into 
English, Ser1an, 
Finnish, Dutch 
and Japanese. A 
planned Polish 
edition seeaingly 
never aateridi­
ZI!d. 

" •• • ay thesis lisl that the flying saucer is probably 
sing 1icrowave terhniques in order to transait tessagts 

ar.d s�ggestive ilages to an individual brain. . .  Telecoa­
aunication takes place by neuro-physicological aeans. It 
seeas e1ident that this telecoa1unication and hypnotic 
psyct.olngical effect takes place without telepathy or 
other parapsycholo�ical 1iracles which so aany frivolous­
ly t,ope for by way of explanation! • 114) 

Possibly the theory should not be regarded as science 
fiction, but judging fro1 "the telepathic aessages• 
published so far, the space ptople are a bunch of very 
naive occultists or sunday-school religious preachers 
whose intellectual rapacity can only aake an iapression 
on those already coaaitted to belief. If these claiaed 
saucer people represent •a highly evolved civilization" 
1y only •ish is for the• to turn back hoae. 

"Teiaten är här!" had a Iot of triticisa of culture and 
religior., and in this discussion Rehn bints at Nhat aade 
hia so fascinated by the UFO riddle. He writes: "The UFO 
has a destructive effect on the religious view of the 

Norld. And yet it protides an opportunity, a proaise of 
contact aith the cosacs. • !15) HereNe can spot auch of 
the psythological aotivation for so aany of us to spend 
auch of our lives on saucers: the possibility that we aay 
stand before the totally unknown and revolutionary. Froa 

that point on it is only a aatter of personal disposition 
whether you see this as a threat or as a pro1ise. To Rehn 
1t 11as • pro1ise. 

I �el Rehn for the first tiae in the spring of 1974. 

Anders Liljegren and I interviewed bia at his boae. As a 
yOU»lQ 1an, 21 years of age, with 1any strange occult 
ideas in 1y head, there wasn•t 1uch I understood of 
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Rshn ' s  reasoni ng. Despite l enel iness and rather poor 

c1rcuast ances of living Rehn was full  of intensity and a 
hunger for debate. He was surprisingl y vital at 82 years 

of age. 

In the i ntervie� that Anders Liljegren published, Rehn 
f el t  sorry that so few qualified scientists and acad!tits 
cared for the saucer probl e1. He detested "the drivel 
tal l ed the New Age• then on its way, especial l y  fro1 the 
Uni ted States. Jne c•n also sense a grain of doubt 
concerning the lthenl increased UFO interest in Sweden . 

�hen asked: 'Is ther e a futur e  for ufol ogy?" Rehn 

answere�: "Peop l e  wil l  get aore and aore crazy due to the 
c�1ng catastrophes • • •  The urge for the supernatural wil l 
i ncr ease - it wil l becoae like a drug. •  1 1 6J 

Despite the handicap of a dwindling eyesight Rehn wrote a 
fourth book in 1 976 - "UFO-ut•aningen• ! The chal l enge o f  
t he UFOJ. I t  is aainly  a review o f  the question o f  proof , 
and of •hat ca1e to be Rehn ' s  favorite idea: his cl ai1 of  

f al se propaganda against the  saucers, e . g .  the  CIA' s 

cover-up and secr ecy of factual UFO report s. 

The book ' s  l ast chapter is a sharp triticist of the 1 970s 
t r end in ufology ,  "the new ufol ogy• as presenled by 
Jarques Val l�e and John Keel . They thought saucers were 

f ro1 other ditensions, not extraterrestrial . Keel nated 
the hutanoids ul trat errestrial and cotpared the• to 
de1ons, angels and trol l s  of age-ol d Scandinavian 
falklore. 

Tni s parapsychologi cal -occult view was an •appal l ing 
blinå a l l ey• to Rehn. UFO research had •a thousand tites 
�ore substance•  than parapsychol ogy , and shoul dn ' t  be 

i n fected by the superstition of occult phenotena. Onc e 
again, Rehn warns of the occul t �ave and its social and 
political consequences. He sees the danger of peopl e 
returning to belief in a prititive, tagical universe. "In 
such a ' reality' UFO r esearch has no pl ace. The UFO i s  a 
rea lity, wi thin r each of rational investigation•, he 
ended hi s fourth and final book. 

Rehn's books sol d  r easonabl y wei l f or such an odd 
sub ject .  The first book had 4.000 copies printed in the 
f ir st edition, and two further editions. The third book,  

"Tefaten är  här " ,  saw 5.000 copi es printed and was sol d 
ar.d transl ated to England, Finland , the Netherl ands, 
Eer 1an-; and Japan. He r eceived beheen 2.000 and 10. 000 
lronor each year fro1 royal ties , a welco1e addition to 
the poor eccno1y of a p�nsioner. 

flenn's cri tits 

Tnrough hi s aggresiv�, llSSlonary view on the saucers, 
Rehn found eneai�s atong the tilitary and atong critical 

jOurnalists. There were attacks fro1 both sides of the 
fence. R�viewing Rehn ' s  fourth book Per Sahrton, a 
wellknoMn jour nal ist and l ater co-founder of the Swedish 
'gr een • party, thought that "K.Sösta Rehn ' s  UFO thecry 

belongs to the neR tradition of thought . . .  It opens a 

great tarket for occul t phenotena in a scientific 
di sgui se . • !17J 
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Sketch of the saucer seen and photographed by 
t he Svede Lars Thörn on "ay 6, 197 1 .  The case 
itpressed Rehn and was c arried in al l edi tions 
of "Tef aten är här!". This il l ustration i s  
fro1 the J apanese edition. 

SICOFF of Gothenburg l ater 1anaged to dupl i ca­
te the photos by snapping a Chevrol et hub cap 
lied to a string. Lars Thörn ' s  ci ai ls are now 
r e garded with tuch stepticist in Sweden. less 
than tNO 1onths after the first inci dent Thörn 
Jcniged to �nap a whole series of photos of a 
foraation of three saucers. 

Th� aost harsh triticist of Rehn ' s  books and i deas was 
pr esented by cul turai journal ist Göran Bengtsson i n  a 
series of artic l es in the autu1n of 1976. l l BJ 

Bengtsson put etphasis on what he c l aited was Rehn' s 

c redul ity;  his belief in the saucer reports ;  hi s quoting 

cf Gita fro1 "the notoricusl y unreliable  saucer literatu­
re•. Rehn's scientific theories Bengtsson found just 
"laughab l e " .  The stall retainder of saucer reports had no 
t.ear.ing. Our existen:e is ful l of unexpl ained residues. 
That's �caething science can l ive wi th. Sci ence has no 
1�j : clais for certai nty, Bengtsson wrote. 

In  that sense Rehn bad tisunderstood the etpiri cal way o f  
research . Bengtssons final judgetent o f  Rehn ' s  authorship 

started with a quote f roa Rehn: "A f l ood of tontatinated 
mysticisa pours on us: I coul dn' t have sai d it better 
ttself. Cotpared to this f l ood K. Sösta Rehn appears l it e  
a rslatively innocent drop o f  water in a rather hartless 
por.d. • !19J 

In his r eply  to Bengtsson, Rehn refers to the f act that 
saucers were taken seriousl y by protinent sc i entists l i t e  
Allen Hynek . Bengtsson was dislissed a s  a unsuspecting 
arLchai r critic who k nows nothing about the subject . 

DLrir.g the l ast year s of the 1 970s Rehn' s heal th deterio­
riä!ed. He could  no longer read books or newspapers. 
Eao�lu s in his l eg s  1ade it dif ficul t for hit to wal k .  

"An introvert eccentric" 

To suc up Rehn ' s  I if e  and worl dview is no easy task . He 
was a f astinating cotbination of a dreater and a down-to­

earth, passi onate, radical critic of soci ety.  Often , in 



h i s  l etters, he explai ned that he felt  unhappy in our 
cul ture and Ni th hi s huaan exi stence. In a l etter to h i s  
p bl i sh�r h e  wrote irtni cal l y  about hi asel f :  • • •• J a• 
jJst an 1ntrovert eccentri c aad-aan, Nho goes cyc l i ng,  

hates cars, pl ays the pi ano, dreaas ••• l a1 p l anning a 
�odern version of Freuds Das Unbehagen i n  der Civi l iz ati­
on . • !20l 

Nhi le readi ng Rehn ' s  Norks and correspondence I have 

of ten Mondered Nhy he l et go of his  scept i cal , sc i enti f i c  
standpoi nt t o  such an extent Nhen i t  caae t o  the saucers. 
The saucers becaae his  Achi l l es' heel �here f antasti c 
stories, l i ke the Doasten tale, Nere accepted Ni thaut the 
cri t i c al sense he ncraal l y  used for al l k i nds of super­
sti ti ons. 

Obviousl y, he Nas a•ar e of the danger of superst i t i ons of 
di f f erent k i nds. Despi le thi s aNareness, he look part i n  
tt.e Nork of the board of the Ifol ogi cal Soci ety. In  an 
unpubl i shed aanuscript frc1 the early 60s, •studi es of 
i folog i c al supersti t i on • ,  he co11ented on the aeabers of 
the soci ety: 

»To an i ndividual Ni th an incl i nat i on for the natural 
sci ences it i s  di sgust i ng and gruesoae to f i nd peopl e' s 
lental ity on such a l oN, pri aitive l evel . Peop l e  are once 
again prepared for a neM Hi t l er. It Nas aodern supersti­
t ion, di sgui sed i n  aore attract ive dresses such as 

anti -i ntel l ectual i sa,  vi  tali  sa,  oxfordi sa or 10ral 
r eartalent ! superst i t i on for the upper cl assl , theosophy 
ana other kinds of soups, that paved the May for naz i sa.• 

r� Rehn's defence one ai ght say that in the 1950s and 60s 

he was 1ore or l ess al one, in S•eden, to try to t ac k l e  
t h� UFO ri ddl e. H e  Nas a pi oneer and yet a n  o l d  aan , 
al ready i n  h i s  75th year Nhen h i s  f i rst book Mas publ i s­
hed. 

8 
The UFO phenone1on needs sci ent i f i c  studies froa aany 
d i scipl i nes, not the l east coaparat i ve rel i g i on and -

pstchology, as a bal ance to all the UFO cults.  Cri t i cal , 
but Nel l -i nforaed scept i c s are needed to tackle the UFO 
�tstert in the r i ght Nay. 

If Renn tad f ol i oNed an unbiased, scepti cal l i ne of 

thought he probabl y  Nould  have been abl e  to i nterest aore 
scientists to take part in sol ving the riddl e. Instead he 
chose the aggresive, 1i ssi onary l i ne, possi bly  due to hi s 
credul i t y ,  as Göran Bengtsson wrote. He l ay the ground­

Nork, ho•ever, for a contin  ed seri ous study of the UFO 
phenoaena in SMeden. Hi s Nritten aateri al and l i brary i s  
now a1ai lable Nith Archi ves for UFO research ! AFUI Nbere 
i t has teen arranged and systeaati z ed. 

As a f i nal note l cannot help aak i ng the observat ion that 

Rehn was ri ght i n  hi s pessi 1istic  vi eN on the  developaent 
of c l t ure. In  a 1972 l etter to a chri sti an friend he 
Nrob: 

•1 a1 fully sati sf i ed and har1oni c  Ni th  ay athei sti c  
att i t  de. l a1 sorry i f  l hurt your f eeli ngs, but l u a· 
disc i p l e  of Ni etzsche, Bertrand Russel l ,  Freud, et al . I 
despice the Penterostal aovetent , Jehova's 1i tnesses, the 
7th day adventists, etc .  There i s  soaething c al l ed 

aental hygi ene ••• Everytbi ng goes to hel l!  I feel sorry 
for o· r chi ldren, our youth ••• There Mi l l  be revi val i st 
aeeti ngs and cri es of Jesus as t i ae goes on. lait unt i l  
t he l at� 70s and BOs - i f  we are st i l l  a l i ve . •  !211 

At thi s poi nt k. Gösta Rehn, the ol d dreater and saucer 
reseirther, Nas, nfortunately, correct .  
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For sale or exchange 

One co�y each of the fol l owi ng K. Gösta Rehn t i t l es: 
- Ufoja näkyvi sså ! Tefaten år har ! ,  in Fi nni sh , 1 9721 . 
- Uusi nt a  ti etoa l entåv i stå l aut asi sta !UFO ! Nya fakta ••• 

in Finnish, 19691 . 
-lagen ZiJ z e  v l i egen? ! Tefaten är här!, in Dutch,  19721 

Second-hand cop i es of a l l  Swedi sh edi t i ons of Rehn's books 
are also avai l abl e for sal e or ex change. SEK 40. --/book. 
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The 1988 UFO "wave" in Sweden 

by Anders Liljegren 

It i s  a popul ar bel i ef that UFOs have •gone with the 

wind" and that "the  UFO phenoaenon• has been r educed to 
i dentifi able  natural phenoaena,  or to  too-strange-to­
b�l i eve stor i es of Ateri cao abduct i ons, docuaent cover­
ups and cr ashes. At l east , it tay seea so if we study the 
n at ional Swedi sh neNspaper s. 

Drspite this,  we st i l l  find a great deal of s!etingl y 
unsolYed cases i n  the stal l provinc i al papers, and a l so 
i n  the r eport archi ves of UFO-Sweden, the nat i onal orga­

n ization. In  1 989 UFO-Sweden ' s  annual teet i ng deci ded to  
place i t ' s  •eal thy report archi ves under the aanageaent 
of AFU. Thi s  teans that reports frot aost Swedi sh rese­
ar cher s and groups are centr ali z ed in one pl ace, Mhere 
they ife kept thronol ogi cal l y  and are avai l ab l e  to anyo­

ne. Thi s  al so cancerns l non-secret l ti l i tary r eports 
"hi cb ire routi nel y copi ed and added to the archi ves. 

In this art i c l e  I i ntend to review soae of the best c ases 
reporled in 1988, •hi c h  has been consi dered a •wave• year 
her e in Sweden. Mith l iai ted space it beentes a necessity  
t o  short en sote very l ong and det ai l ed reports. 

Huch of the  act i v i ty happened - as in previ ous years - i n  
t he provi ntes of Dal arna !Dalecar l i a l  and Vårtl and, i n  

the •estern part of Sweden. "Project Dal arna• col l ec ted 
h ndreds of strange sighti ngs i n  the winters of 1986 and 
1987, in siti l ar vei n to the wel l known Projett Hessdal en . 

A ne• enthusi ast group, headed by Paul Hel l berg and UFO 
book •r i ter Bor i s  J ungkvist ,  acted on the Dal arna scene 
in 1988. The group, that works  tost l y  as skywatchers,  
c l ai t  they recei ved 235-240 si ghti ngs i n  the Jul y-Dec et­
ber 1 988 peri od alone. A nuaber of th2se cases are refe­
renced in t h i s  ar t i c l e ,  gl eaned frot Bor i s  Jungkvi st ' s  

recent b ook.  The bal anLe of the data froa that new group 
�eea rather questi onable,  or Iatking of inforaati on, as 
i t  is known onl y thro�gh newspaper stor i es .  

The Dai� �ortion of our cases, however, a r e  froa better 
UFD-SNeden i nvestigat i ons and/or froa r el i able  newspapers 
ana 1aga2i nes. Onl y  about a dozen cases Nere fi led Nith 
FOR ithe Nat i onal Defence Research I nsti tute!; onl y  one 
of these seeaed i nterest i ng enough to be tenti oned i n  
this report.  Speci al thanks to the UFD-Sweden r eport 
centre headed by Sti g  Aggestad and Gudrun Andersson and 
her col l eagues in Västerbergslagens UFO-förening fVBUl 
for the i r  unt i r i ng efforts. 

The luai nous bal l that doesn't tove, or d i spl ays very 
l i ttle  aoveaent , i s  a tri cky case for the ufol ogi st.  In  
1ost such cases i t  i s, i n  r eal ity,  one of the well known 
heavenly bod i es observed l ow on the hor i z on ,  in di zzy 
weather, or with c l ouds passi ng i n  front , to  take i t  
appear li ke the object was aoving. The 1988 Nave had 1aay 
suLh c ases that were easi l y  i d ent i fed as the toon or one 
of the p l anets, but at least one reaains uni dent i fed. I t  

occured i n  the l ast twenty-fo�: hours of 1987: 

The case happened on Dec . 3 1 ,  1987 ! NeN Year ' s  Eve) . A 

woaan 1n Bi spberg fa tining toatuni t y  i n  Dalarna) not i c ed 

that t he fati l t ' s  house anitals becaae rest l ess l ate  i n  

the n i ght.  At 3 o ' c l ock the woaan went out and saN her 
dog standi ng sti ff with i t s  jaNs ratt l i ng .  An i ceblue 
let al l ic sphere ,  about 6 x B aeters, h overed on l y 1 50 
aeters ö�ay. The sphere Nas surrounded by a grey-orange 
Il ist.  

Frot �per.i ngs i n  the bottoa cate, now and then, l i ghtni ng 
fi ashes that reathed for ti l es, that seeai ngl y hi t the 
ground. The Nolan was paral yzed and unabl e to call  her 
husband for help. She had an oppr esi ve feel i ng and t ho­

ugh t she was goi ng to d i e. She got an awful headache 
lthat l asled for five daysl and was seeai ngl y  h i t  by 
so.ething i n  her back t hat burnt a hol e in her juaper . 



Aiter fi�e ai nutes the sphere di sappeared. There was a 
terrible sael l of sul phur and creosote i n  the area. !for 

ore detai l s  see AFU Newsl etter, 31 ,  page 13 ! i n  Engli sh) 
- other sources are: Berglagsposten, Jan 5,  1988 ; Väster­
bergslagens UFO-Nytt 1 / 19881 1 / 1 989. 1  

The aost coaaon type of UFO i n  Sweden i s  the n i ghtly,  
l uai nous bal l that  aoves rather qui c k l y  i n  the  sky.  Typi­
c al l y appear ing i n  a bri ght col our !red,  orange, yel l ow, 

Mhi te,  bl ue, green, or any other • •• ) t hey are a recurrent 
featur e of UFOl ore.  As with aost other types, these 
l i ght-bal l s  have a very strange affect i on for our Swed ish 
l ak es ,  but then of course al aost any s-ede l i ve near one 
of our thousands of l akes, or has h i s  suaaer cottage by 
one! Two of the better l i ght-bal l cases, each si ghted for 
aore than a ai nute, started off the new year of 1 989: 

On Jan 2, Aina öhaan froa Rättvi k !provinc e  of Dal arna) 

went up in the ni ght for a cup of toffee . At 02. 57 she 
saw two whi te-orange l uai nous bal l s  fl yi ng, one after the 
other , out over l ake Si l jan . They were round , l ar ger t han 
t he ful l aoon , and had luai nous coronas. Thei r l i ght was 
eonstant and b l i nding.  Before di sappearing they aade a 
S-turn , increasi ng thei r speed and hei ght . ! Invest i gat i on 
by P-A Långsvens; UFO-Aktue l l t  1 / 1 9881 . 

At 19.20, saae 1b-17 hours after the previ ous i nc i dent 
Patr i k  Eri ksson froa Ovanayra !Dal arna) stopped h i s  aoped 
on a l onel y road in the woods to watch a strange l i ght i n  
the di stance. Then a b l i nding,  fi re-col oured bal l caae a t  
high speed over h i a .  The b i g  bal l had a saal ler,  b l i nking 
bal l i r.  i t s  t ai l .  There was a rushing sound and trees 

wer e swi ngi ng when the phenoaonon passed by sl i ghtly  
above the  treetops, at  an  esti aated height of only  15  
�eters .  Case uni dent i fi ed. ! lnvesti gat i on by P-A Långs­
vens; UFO-Aktuel l t  1 / 1988; Västerbergsl agens UFO-nytt 
1 /1990 . 1  

Del tas 

Another di st i nrt UFD-type t hat has been observed i n  
Sweden, a t  l east since the 1950s, i s  the t r i angl e, or 
del ta wing. Thi s, too, is a tricky cl ass for ufol ogi st s  

si nce the Swedi sh a i r  force aai nly ronsi st s of del t awi ng­
ed Draken and Vi ggen fi ght ers.  1 988 di spl ayed a few rases 
in this category that reaain unexplained . Here' s one: 

Lars Ohl sson, a press photographer , saw a l uai nous bal l 
over l ake Hel gasjön, as he drove towards his hoae i n  
Rot tne !Saålandl i n  the evening of "arch 1 4 .  Arr i v i ng at 
hcae he fetehed a pair of bi naculars to watch the 
l ight-bal l .  Suddenl y he spotted another objert , a strange 
del ta-wi nged ob ject that si l ently passed froa hur i z on to 
hori<on in about two ainutes. Thi s  object had seven 
points of l i ghts in a tri angular pattern,  each point 
consi sti ng af four saal l l i ghts i n  a cross pattern . Froa 
the back of the objert raae, at i nter val s,  cascades of 
light arroapanied by powerful foraat i ons of spar ks. 

At the end of the si ghting a dul l noi se was heard ,  unl ik e 
t he sound of a jet . The tr i ang l e  fol l owed the course of a 
[Dnventianal airplane that had just passed, and fl ew i n  a 
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nortbernly di rert i on over l ake  Hel gasj ön. Reported l y ,  

there were di sturbanres on the T V  set . 

T here i s  probabl y no connect i on, but a Vi ggen jet fi ghter 
er ashed in  the area earl i er the saae day , pul ver i zed i nto 
saa l l  pi eces not l arger t han a fist . 

A foraati on of four Vi ggen jets was spotled on that saae 
day, so ther e i s  sti l l  a chance that t he tri angu l ar UFO 
aay have been a foraat i on of jets at h i gh alti tude <the 
UFO c avered just O.B ca  at ara ' s  l engthl , although 
ri vi l i an and ai l i tary authari ties den i ed that possibi l i ­
t y. The observer l i ves near t h e  öj aby airport and i s  an 
experienced airplane observer . !Fi el d i nvest i gati on by 
Håkan Fenander; Saål änni ngen , "arch 16; Västerbergsl agens 
UFO-nytt 1 / 1989 and l / 1990 . )  

A whi te l i ght-bal l was seen aoving and haver ing over the 
northern outskirts of Borl änge <Dal arna) between 22.30 
and 23. 1 01 on "arch 1B.  A couple driving on Road 70 
d i stovered the bal l Nhi rh they tried to fol low on a 
ncrtbwesterl y  rourse, but soon l ost . later they r ed i sco­
vered the UFO and reported it to the pol i ce .  The crew of 
a pol icerar sah the bal l and destribed i t  as bri l l i antly  
wni te and l arger than a ful l aoon. The pol i c eaen fol i oMed 
t he bal l  towards St . TJna, but l ost si ght of i t  after 
three sinutes behi nd soae houses. (Jnvest i gati on by 
6udr�r. Andersson; Västerbergsl agens UFO-nytt 4/ 1988. 1 

At 22.30 i n  the even ing of Apri l B, Sven Sorgren and 
wife, of Loböl e, 5 kl east of St öde ("edel pad l saw what 
he fi r st thought was an airplane coaing towards hia.  They 
l i stened for soae noi se but heard none. The tri ngu lar 
ohject had three saal l ,  red l i ghts i n  earh of the torners 
and a .ery strong whi te l i ght at the centre. 



Small lights 
in each 
c orne r 

•The l i ghts were too far apart f or an airpl ane • ,  Sorgren 
stated. The object travel i ed at an alti tude of 3-400 
aeters and was at a di stante of about 1 . 000 �eters when 
i t  changed course towards south and di sappeared. The 

s ighti ng had  I asted for three ai nutes. 

On the next day Sven Sirgren di stovered a siai lar 
triongl e ,  hovering i n  the dayl i ght over St öde at an 
altitude of soae 200 aeters. Three ai nutes l ater the 
object d i sappeared in a c loud of saoke. l l nvest i gat i on by 
Loy Sol l i ,  UFO-Sundsval l .  Västerbergslagens UFO-nytt 
1 1 1 990. )  

Hini -dises 

Two aini  d i sc cases occurred about a tonth apart : 

At 13. 30 en Hay 13,  two persons !nates knownl wer e 
dr1nk i r.g tof fee in a garden near Enk öpi ng !Uppl and l . 
Suddenly they saw soaething f i asbi ng in the area between 

the E-18 and the stockhol t roads. First i t  resetbl ed a 
aetal l i c  band. As i t  caae cl ose to the stockhol t road i t  
rose and passed over the roadway with a wobbl i ng tot i on .  
I t  was a t  thi s aoaent that i t  was possible  to di stern the 
distoi d shape of the object. 

When it bad passed the road the di sc fel l towards th e 
ground with a jerki ng aotion ,  but there was no dust so i t  
seeai ngl y d i dn ' t  touch the dry ground. The object 

cJntinued, wobbl i ng, towards the witnesses but rose over 
trees behi nd a shed and ,  final l y , di sappeared against the 
blue suaaer sky. It  was tr avel l i ng at the sate vel oc i ty 
al l the tiae and d i dn ' t  wobbl e  as it rose towards heaven. 
No sound was heard. It was seen for a total durat i on of 

about f i ve ai nutes. A call  in the l ocal newspaper for 
furtber wi tnesses produced no result. !Fi eld  i nvest i gati­
on  by J ör gen Gran l i e  and Arnol d Jdebri ng. Västerbergs la­
gens UFO-nytt 1 / 1990 . 1  

Tt.� seeond ti n i -di sc : A aarr i ed couple froa Borl ånge was 

totori ng near Aasberg !Dal arna! on June 15. On a strai gbt 
stretch they spotted a stal l disc,  l i ke a l i d , that c aae 
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ri ght over the treetops in front of thea. Jt travelied 
sl owl y l i ke a eyel i st -ou l d  do. The wife  turned around 
and s�na9ed to catch a l ast gl itpse the object as i t  
disa�peared between trees. The sighti ng I a sted 18-20 
see onds. 

The disc had a strai ght course. The wi tnesses bad a 
trai l er on their ear and traf f i c  behind ,  so they were 
unatle to  stop. Nhen they arrived hoae, 30  ai nutes l ater, 
they tal l ed the l ocal UFO group who sent teabers to the 
spot, but notbing was seen. A l ocal tal l for other 
wi tnes;es gave no result. !Fi el d i nvest i gati on by Gudrun 

Andersson and lng-Harie  Ströaberg . Västerbergsl agens 
UFO-nytt 3/ 1988. 1 

UFO reports i n  the f i l es of the Nati onal Defence Research 
I nsti tute IFOAJ nuabered just about a doz en for 1988 
IAFU's Clas Svahn copi ed the coapl ete, non-secret , f i l e l . 
One of the FOA c ases are worthy of aent i on ,  al though i t  

!!l ba�e been a h i gh alti tude ai rpl ane: 

A Nf. Söderberg froa Jokkaokk !Lappl and ! phoned the l ocal 
ai l i tary staff at Boden on June 27. Four hours previ ous 
to hi s tal l ,  thus at 1 1 . 30, be bad watthed a s i l very, 
obl ong body tovi ng towards northwest at h i gh al t i t ude 
with a contrai l behi nd.  The object was toving at  h i gh 
speeo and with a strange huating sound, not at all l i t e  
t he soand frot a jet . The si ghting l ast ed about 20 
seconds. Another aan also heard the sound ,  but aade no 
visual observat i on .  The staff aade checks with radar and 
avi ation authori t i es with no positi ve sol uti on.  IReport 
to the i ntel l i gence seet i an of the Defence Staff ,  
Stotkhol1l . 

A rdlher sili l ar object, thi s tiae a chal k-whi te tube, 
was spotted by a l ady wi tness over Saedjebacken !Da l arna )  
two �ays l ater. The Notan was on her bal c ony a t  18 .33 i n  
the eveni ng when she spoh.-1 the object travell ing 
tGMards north on a straight course. 

( _____ ) 
Jt had the size  of a sta l l  p l ane on l ow alti tude. She 
c alled for her daughter who al so saw the object, that was 
in -i ght for 20-30 seconds. The object was soundless and 

had, the appearance a f l uorescent tube. l lnvest i gat i on by 
Ing-"arie  Ströaberg; Västerbergsl agens UFO-nytt ,  3/1988. ) 

Boats naced bt objects 
------I------ --------

Around tidnight on the night between July 1 3  and 14,  
Toaty Rapp and h i s  si ster were i n  a boat on  l ake Morra 



S är ksj ön ! Dal arna) . A si l very, f l at object aoved l ei sure­
l y  for 20 ai nutes froa SE to NN, cl ose to the l ake. The 
p henoaennn was l uai nous l i ke a sun . At the aoaent when 

they r eached the shore, the di sc rose wi th great speed to 

a h igher alti tude where i t  hovered f or 3-4 ainutes. Then 
it di sappeared. One 101ent it was there, the other n ot .  
< Bor i s  Jungk vi st :  Kont akt aed UFO! 1 1989! 1 page 1 48-149! . 

Just ten days l ater IJuly 24J there was a siai l ar case: 
Four peopl e froa "al ung were i n  a aotorboat on l ake 
öjesjön IDalarnaJ on the ear l y , beauti ful suaaer aorn ing 
of Jul y 24 , 1 988. At 02. 35 they di stovered three l uai nous 

ob jects that reportedl y starled to fol l ow thea across the 

l ak e  at a di stance of about 400 aetres. The ob jects were 
very br i ght,  l i ke 200 Natt l aaps, but st i l l  not b l i ndi ng. 
Their upper edges were sharp agai nst the aorning sky. The 
boat was fol l owed for aore than f i ve k i l oaetres across 
t he l ake, to the saal l i n l et where the witnesses have 
their suaaer collages. 

When the »i tnesses aade a 45 degree turn i nto the bay, 
the three ob jects di d the saae. The ob jects, shaped l i t e  
str aw hats, starled to hover a t  300 aetres alti tude at 
the entrance of the bay. Each object was the l ength of a 
b ds .  There was an oppr esi ve si l ence. The wi tnesses were 
ver y d " �tressed by the incident and shut theaselves in a t  
about 03. 30 lafter a 55 ai nute uni nterrupted sight i ng l . 
!Nya Neral ands-Ti dni ngen, Jul y 30 and Aug t ,  1 988; 
Hetaels Journal nr 38/1989. ! 

The wh ite  circl e 

n the l ate evening  of August 1 ,  three aen were the 
per c i p i ents of a strange inci dent close to l ake Venj asjin 
< Dalar na ) .  They caae wal king al ong a road when all of a 
sudden they di stovered a whi te c ircle  on the ground .  The 
c ircle  was gret-wh i te and dark at the centre. The 
wi tnesses thought that the c ircle  was pai nled on the 
ground, but soon di scovered thi s was not the c ase. The 
circle  a i ån ' t  disappear when they k i cked in the the soi l .  
There was no l i ght-beaa towards the ground, but at the 
base of the cloud cover they spotled a haver i ng l uai nous 
obj ec t .  IHya Ner al ands-Tidni ngen , Aug 3, 1 988. J 

1 2  

The aut i l ated el k 

On August 3 a dead and aut i l ated elk was f ound on the 

saal l aountai n Hunneberg !Västergötl and) . The el t wa s  
l yi ng on a n  i sol ated aoss w i t h  no roads or tracks l eading 
to or froa i t .  There were no datages to the body - except 
t ha t  all four l egs were broken at the hi p-joi nts and the 
j �ints were shattered. The i apressi on was that the el k 

had soaeho- been l i f ted i nto the air and then released t o  
f a l l  ar.d bruk al l h i s  l egs. On a preced i ng ni ght a 
l ight-�all was observed over the nei ghbouri ng aountain ,  
Hil l eber g,  b y  a woaan froa Vargin. 

Parts of the careass was sent to Uppsal a  f or a veteri nary 
autopsy.  Veter i nary "argareta Steen, Sweden' s  foreaost 
speci al i st on dead el k ,  was coapletely puz z l ed .  There 
were saall  hal es in the ski n  that coul d i ndi cate the use 
of a hi gh-speed weapon. The use of such weapons i s  
f orbi doeen i n  Sweden. Another theory was that the el t was 
h i t  b y  l i ght i ng ,  but the body was not burned i n  any way. 
A Saed i sh -Aaeri can froa Colorado, vi si t i ng the area, t old 
n ewspa�ers that cattl e had  been found , i n  the U.S. , i n  a 

siai l ar •ay, with broken l egs. 

Two aonths l ater vegat at i on was dead in an area of about 

thr ee aeters around the p l ace. There was a round br own 
area surrounding the reaai ning bones of the el k .  Another 

dead e l k ,  with ayster i ous i n jur i es, was found i n  the 
a1 ea, but thi s el k was in a state of putref act i on and 
could  not be exaai ned. A thi rd el k was, according t o  



- ne- spaper ruaour , found in Dal arna wi th siai l ar i n jur i es 
• and an ektreael y !�� bequer ell  count of 40. !"eassur ing 

the radi ati on of dead ani aals i s  standard procedure i n  
s�eden af ter the J jernobyl nucl eir di saster l .  

Sti l l ,  a •natural " cause f or the el k ' s  death seeas qui t e  
probable .  That t h e  el k bad been standing i n  water when a 
l ight i ng stroke hit  hit,  was a popul ar theory.  Thi s  aay 
have prodbced the pecul i ar i n jur i es to h i s  bones. Cri t i cs 
also cl ai aed that brown patches cl ose to the bodi es of 
dead ani tals are quite natural si nce vegat at i on i s  " NDrn• 
by predat ors.  !El f sborgs Läns Al l ehanda, August 4 and 6, 
Sept 29, Det 15 and 20, 1988; Nya Mertl ands-Ti dni ng en, 
Sept 30; Skaraborgs läns Tidning,  Sept 30; UFO-Aktuel l t  
31 1 988. ) 

On Sept 6, "anfred Hol tberg fro1 Berg löstergötl andl was 
out at 23. 10 hours, watch i ng the ni ght sky. Suddenly he 
c augbt si ght of a hal f -c i r c l e  f oraati on of six r ound, 
dul l l i ghts that erossed the heavens. There was no sound . 

I t  seeaed as i f  the l i ghts were on a l arge object sinc e  
they didn ' t  change their rel at i ve di stance to  each other . 

At abObt the sate l i te another wi tness, Son ja Posth, saw 
what was probably  the sate f ortat i on of l i ghts tr avell ing 
in an arehed fortat i on over Ljungsbro !östergöt l andl . 
Kr s. Pcsth sai d  the J i ghts were so bl i nd i ng that she had 
dark  spots before her eyes afterwards. The Defence Staff  
knew of  notbing that coul d i dent i fy the si ght i ngs. A 

s iti l ar f ortati on of J i ghts, seen frot several ti d­
Swedi sh pl aces at about 01 . 00 on Aug. 21, was probabl y  a 
s at el l i t e  re-entry. ( lnvesti gat i on by Kjel l Thörnl und . 
UFO- Infortat i on, 4/ 1 988; öst gita Correspondenten, Sept 9, 

O and 1 31 1988. 1 

In the aututn, a wave of s i ghti ngs was reporled i n  
newspapers froa the provi nces o f  Dal arna and Yärtl and .  
V er y  l i tt l e  i s  known about these cases due t o  two 
reasons: 1) Kost of thea were reporled to newspapers and 

to  a new skywattbing group that has publ i shed very l i t t l e  
o f  thei r data !except for sote short reports i n  Bori s 
J u1g� vist ' s  tost recent book l and 21 there was a transi ­
t i on i n  leadership  of the UFO-Sweden report centre. 

Froa a psychol ogi cal vi ewpoi nt there tay be obvi ous 
reasons for th i s  west-Swedi sh •wave • :  the tedi a reports 
of enthusi ast ufol o�i sts skywatching frot hi l l tops in the 
ar ea, the case of the "tut i l ated el k "  in August , the 
appear ance of several br ight pl anets in the night sky, 
and, final l y ,  Mhi t l e y  Stri eber ' s  appearance on TY and i n  
doz ens of  art i c l es ,  i n  October , to protote the Swedi sh 
edi t i on of "Cottuni on " .  After a heavy adver t i sing 
c a.pai gn "Cottun i on •  sol d soae 50. 000 copi es in Sweden, 
the best for any UFO book ever . 

A few of the aut u1n cases see• reasonably  docutented f or 
a aenti on, however . Kar i n  Sj öberg was dr i v i ng on road 7 1  
n � ar Dal a-Fl oda !Dal arna) on Sept . 27, when she si ghted a 
yel l ow bal l for 5 ai nutes. At t i tes she felt  that she wa s  
f ol l owed by  the phenoaenon that f l ew a t  treetop l evel 
cl ose to the ear and at the sate speed. She was bl i n ded 
and bad sore eyes. Thi s was just one aaong nuterous cases 
of l i ght-bal l s  during the aututn. !Bor i s  Jungkvi st : 
t, on takt a ed UFO! ( J  989) , page 1 44. l 

1 3  

Ghr..st ti ssi l e ?  

Al  l east s i n t e  1939 Swedi sh c i t iz ens have observed 

uni dent i f i ed li ssi l e-l i ke  ob jects, usual l y  with stal l 
f ins, part i cu l ar l y  i n  1 946 !wi th so1e 1 60 c l ear-cut cases 
f or that year a l onel . In the typi c al c ase this  type of 
signti ng has a short durat i on of between 5 seeonds and 
one 1inute, and occurs on a bright day near a l ake. The 
objett usual l y  tr avel s in a directi on out over the water , 
sotelises crash i ng into the l ake or r i ver . Ne now have 
man r hundreds of these cases in our f i l es. 

One 1 988 "borderl i ne c ase• in thi s category destribed a 
b ack,  obl ong ob ject,  pointed at the rear (but wi th  no 
Mingsl goi ng over l ake Torröjen (Jäatl and) on Sept!lber 
28. It was a bri ght day and the l i te was 13 .20. The 
wi tnesses was watchi ng the ol yap i c  gates on TV when there 

wer e di sturbantes !two black har i z ontal bands) . At the 

sate t11e a l atp started to  go on and off . The wi tness 
t hought a thunderstort was coting up , so he shut off the 

TV. 

Su�den l y ,  he saw the b l ac k  object that headed towards the 
northeast at h i gh speed and di sappeared in two seeonds 
b �i i nd the tountai n Gr önf j ä l l et .  ! I nvest i gat i on  by Peder 
Bergl und, UFO-Z ;  östersunds-Posten, Sept 29, 1988 . )  

Another fati l i ar c ategory i n  Swedi sh UFO f i l es i s  the 
roaring or ruabl i ng ,  often � 1qe ob ject , seen at dust or 
i n  the n i ght.  Usual l y  i t  i s  tri angu l ar ,  or a square 
"pl atfora•,  that has  a di spl ay of aul ti -coloured t i ghts.  
It  1ake5 you thi nk of the Aaeri can • stealth" aircraft,  
but why would such constructions be tesled over neutral  
Sweden? !But then , of  course, one ti ght al so ask why 
Sov i et �ubtar i nes are tesled al ong the Swedi sh coasts?l 

One of these roari ng ob j ects was seen, and heard,  by tany 
witnesses froa Kr i st i nehaan ! Yärtl and) in the eveni ng of 
Sep t. 30. Nindows were ratt t i ng and peopl e thought a war 
h ad started. A bright, red object with three points of 
l ights hovered over a power stat i on ,  and then r ose 
strai ght p i nto the air with a l oad ruabl e l eavi ng stoke 
behind .  The ob ject tra vel i ed t o  the south and headed f or 
l ate Vänern. Reportedl y, there were no ti l i tary or 
c iJi l i an aircraft in the area, but i t  i s  d i f f i cu l t  to  
del i ver a def i n i te verdict on  thi s  case. (Nya Nertl ands­
Tidningen, Oct 3 and 6; Nya Kri sti nehatns-Posten, Det 5 
and 71 



Evert Karl sson froa Karl skoga !Närke> , a pri vate pi l ot ,  
had just l anded on the Kar l skoga ai r f i el d ,  at noon on 
Oct . 1 ,  when he report edl y saw a gi ganti c di sc coae out 

of the c l oud cover at an al t i tude of about 1 . 000 aeters. 

The di sc was 50- 1 00 aeters i n  di aaeter , grey , f l at and 
r ound . The upper part was shaped l i ke a parachute. Bef ore 
d i sappear i ng i nt o  the woods south of Sel l eråsen, the d i sc 
aade several c i r c l es over the area. Two si ai l ar sauc er s  

wer e seen near the ai r f i el d  on Nov 1 ,  1 971 by two young 
boys. IKar l skoga-Deger fors-Storf ors Tidning,  Oct 3, 19SS . 
Ecr i s  Jungkvi st:  Kontakt aed UFO ! 1 1 9891 , page 1 47 ;  Nya 
Weralands-Ti dni ngen, Oct 7, 1 988 . S ICOFF-Infor aat ion 

6/1 971 . )  

A t r i angl e  wi th  cl ear l y  def i ned contours and a l i ght i n  
each corner ltwo yel l ow and one red) was seen l ate i n  the 
evening of Det 31 , by Son ja Er i ksson of I varsb jörke 
!Väral andl . The ob ject was l arger than the aoon and 
travel ied s l o�ly i n  an wester l y  di rec t i on .  After hal f -a­
li nute she went to f etch a pair of bi nacul ars but as she 
r et urned the object was gone. !Fryksdal sbygden, lov 31 

In  the dark evening of Nov 21 a l uai nous bal l c i r c l ed the 
h oae of Bör je Johansson , örl i nge, "ökl i nta IVästaanl andl 

when he was out wal k i ng the dog . In 30 seeonds the sta l l  
l ab t  2 0  ca di aaeter l ,  bi ssi ng, and very strong l i ght aade 
three circles before di sappear i ng. l lnvest i gation by " at s  
Nil sson , Sal a ;  Sal a Al l ehanda, Nov 8. 1 

V ibr at i on i n  ear 

A blue ,  l uai nous objeet wi th  a network of green, b lue and 
whi t e  col oured l i ghts was seen at l ow l evel , possi b l y  
l an ded i n  a f i el d, near Segerstad IVäral andl , by Li nnea 
öhqvi st in the evening of Nov. 6. 

On the fol l owing n i ght !Nov 7 1 , Ingeaar Ni l sson of östra 
latervik  ! Väral and l  was dr i vi ng when he saw an eggshaped 
object with whi te, green and blue col ours. In front of i t  

another round ob ject was f l y ing i n  the saae direc t i on. 

In the nex t  aoaent the objects changed thei r course and 

caae towards the wi tness. The e ar starled to vi brate and 

t he •i tness deci ded to drive of f .  He was f ol l owed by the 
ob jects that f i nal l y  stopped1 haver i ng over l ake Fr yk en .  
The si ghting I asted f or two hours. !Bor i s  Jungkvi st : 
Kontakt 1ed UFO ! ,  pages 146-148;  Viral ands Fol kblad,  Nov 
� ;  Nya Neral ands -Ti dni ngen, Dec 17 . 1 

fjsanr.e Hansson and "i kael Olofsson froa Vittsjö  ISkånel , 
i n  southern Sweden, were fri ghtened by yet another UFO 
i nc 1 dent l ate in the even i ng of Nov 6.  A huge pl ane-l i ke 
structure with strong l i ghts, absol utel y noi sel ess, was 
seen b y  the coup l e  land "i kael ' s  father l .  The object 
di sappear�d on the hor i z on after about 30 seconds. 

Susanne ar.d Mi kael deci ded to dr i ve in the di rec t i on 
where the object had di sappeared and had another si ght in g  
o i  a aushrooa-shaped object surrounded b y  bri ght l i ght s. 
Lat er on, they spotted a huge 1 75- 100 aetersl object t ha t  
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hoJered over a gol f-course. ' l  wi l l  never f orget the 
scene • ,  sai d Susanne. 'The object was rather f l at but 
equ1pped with aany l i ghts. It shone l i ghts in several 
col o�r s: red, yel l ow  and green. The green l i ght was v er y  
i ntense. • 

When they returned to the gol f course l at er i n  the 
evening the object was gone. There were no trac es w hen 
Mikael searched the area on the fol l owi ng aorning. Dozens 
of other wi tnesses cal l ed the l ocal newspaper to r eport 

�iai l ar observat i ons dur i ng  that sate eveni ng. One f arter 
cal l ed the pol i ce, si nce he was sure an airpl ane was 
ahout to  :rash. 

Ancther f arter sai d the object Nas unbel i evably  huge, 
l i ke the Aaeri c an boabers that l anded i n  south-S.eden 
d ur i ng the end of the war . A th ird  farter and h i s  wife  
saN  a sl o�-aovi ng object onl y  SO 1eters over the  tr ee­

t op s. Ever y other seeond i t  produced a bri ght,  b l ue f l ash 
l i ke iroa a l i ghtning bol t .  A faai l y  l i v i ng near the g ol f  
c ourse reporled di sturbantes on their TV set as they saw 
a strange l uai nous object . !Norra Skåne, Nov. B and 9 ,  
1 9881 . 

Eff ects on environaent 
----------------------

Mal king the dogs in the ear l y  aorning of Nov. 18,  Bi rgi t 
Lifgren heard a sound. Lookin� up she saN an object that 
r eseab l ed the water toNer of örebro laushrooa-shapedl ,  
wi thout i ts foot , that havered above the treetops. It wa s  
grey and there 11as I i  ght f r  oa w i ndows on the upper part . 
The wi tne �s starled running for hoae. She turned around 
t� t 1aes to see the object aoving towards the west . 
!Bor i s  Jungkvist: Kont akt aed UFO ! ,  p . l 45;  Våral ands 

fol kbl ad , Nov 25; Kar l stads-Ti dni ngen, Dec 1 . 1  

Rose-Mar i e  Ståhl berg and her husband "i kael , f roa Octelbo 
I Sä�t r i k l andl Nrote a very detai l ed report of three 
l uai nc�s bal l s  observed for three hours just af ter 
millni ght on Nov 19. They Nere posi ti oned i n  a tri angl e 
that kept revel vi ng i n  the sate posi t i on i n  the west . The 
l ights kept aovi ng up and doNn betNeen trees, onl y 1 5-20 
aeters f r oa thei r house, soaeti aes even cl oser . The nest 
day they Nent t o  the area to l ook f or traces but none was 
found. l lnvestigat i on by Rol and öst l und , 6åvl e. Våster­
b2f gsl d91!ilS UFO-nytt 1 / 1989. 1 



Haaanoi d 
.- - ---

O� Nov 24, Rune Asplund fro1 Diviken IJä1t l andl  was 
dr i nk i ng cof f ee at h i s  ki tchen table.  It was shortly  p ast 
21 . 00. Sudden l y  he caught si ght of a hu1anoi d creature i n  
the yard outsi de, about si x Jeters fro1 the house. The 
treature was about i , b  Jeters tal l ,  stood straddl e-l egged 

wi th aras stretched out fro1 the body. 

· - If 

He bad a frog1an ' s  dress cover i ng head, face and f eet . 
The dress was of Jaterial l i ke al u1inu1, with refl ect i ­
or.s . The creature stood i n  the sa1e pl ace ,  roc k i ng t o  and 
fro.  The wi tness saw it f or about one ainute, but when 
RLne Asplund opened the door the cr eat ur e di sappered i nto 
notbing. 

His  three dogs were barking l i ke when a str anger arr i ves. 
I n  the •i nter of 1 987 Asplund ' s  nei ghbour saw, at the 
sate p l ace,  a s1al l 1an l about 1 •eter t al l !  di sappear 
into nothing. According to Asplund a pol i ce ear st opped 
i nexpl icably  as an uni dent i f i ed ob ject passed by on the 
Sile e�ening.  Thi s  happened at Hunge, about 10 k1s f rom 
Dövi ken, but hasn ' t  been confined. l l nvesti gat i ons by 
Kurt Persson, UF0-1 and Clas Svahn, AFU; Norrbottens­
Ku:iren ,  Apr i l  22, 1 989. 1 

D! �C or satel l i te  l auncb? 

Tcfe L n�k vi st f ro1 Aselet IYästerbott en l  was running i n  
the woods on Nov. 26, when h e  encountered a di sc-shaped 
objec t .  The sil very ob ject •as over the woods to the 
east . I t  •as about 25 Jeters i n  di a1eter and sote 15 
met er s over the treetops, areording to the f i rst i nt ervi­
e•s with the •i tness. Lundkvist was so fri gbtened that be 
t hr ew hi 1sel f on the ground, where he l ay f or two 
1i nutes. A whi l e  l ater the soundl ess ob ject di sappeared 
to the southeast . 

Lundtvist e1bel l i shed hi s st ory. He cl ai ted that be was 
paral yzed by bea1s that shot out of the ob ject,  that the 
obj ect had a cupol a and wi ndows, and that it was as l ow 
as f i ve Jeters above the ground. Nhen i ntervi ewed by Clas 
Svahn in August 1 989, he retracted these stat e1ents. He 
ob viousl y has al eobol probl eJs that , co1bined wi th the 
f ear he fel t ,  Jade hi1  overdo h i s  f i rst story. 

1 5  

The ob ject havered dur i ng two 1inutes, a f act that -
c 01bined with the easter l y  di rect i on where i t  •as seen -
has started specul at i on that i t  was in f act the l uainous· 
tai l of a Sovi et satel l i te l aunch.  No other wi tness, 
however , reported such a si ght on Nov. 26. Rocket 
l aunches fro• western Russi a are usual ly  wel l -observed i n  
northern Scandi navi a .  !Field i nvestigat i on by Chs 
S1ahn; UFO-Ak tuel l t ,  3/ 1 989; Norra Västerbotten, Nov 29 
and 30, 1 988. l 

A y el l �w-white l i ght-bal l was seen over Ha11erdalssjin, 

the l ake near Ha11erdal IJåJt l andl on Dec 9. Three 
Nitnesses watched the bal l traverse the froz en l ak e  at an 
alti tude of 6-10 1eters. The bal l 1oved very fast and 
t ook on an orange-red col our at the end of the 7-tO 
seeonds l ong si ght i ng .  lt di sappeared behind trees . 
( lnvesti gat i on by Kurt Persson, UFO-Z,  öster sund. J 

On O�c 27, li nnea Sz abo, froa Kr i st i neha1n IYirll a nd ) 
wat,heD a cl ear , •hi te l i ght approach fro1 the southwest . 
Nhen i t  was above her house the l i ght di 11ed and l i nn ei ,  

and h er husband, coul d di scern a basebal l shaped object 
Ni th wi ndc�ts. 

0000000 
After a durat i on of about 1 , 5  1i nutes there was a l oud 

ru1bl i ng noi se ! l i ke fro• 2 or 3 air  f orce jetsl ind the 

obi et t sped of f ,  1uch faster than a jet . Shortl y befor e  

the i nci dent,  T Y  recepti on was d i sturbed. !Nya Verll an ds­

T i dningen, Dec 3 1 ;  Bor i s  Jungkvi st ; Kontakt 1ed UFO ! 

1 1 9891 �P· 147- 1 481 . 



Lef ene e see: et s 

By •noraal " standar ds 1988 was an unusua l l y  r ith  year f or 

UFO reports i n  Sweden. Espet i al l y  the western provintes 
of  VärJl and and Dal arna, c l ose to the NorNegi an border , 
Ner e affected. Thi s  co1pi l at i on has only  tovered a few 
doz en of the best cases, reports that see1 reasonabl y 
wei l  docuaented. I cannot guarantee, of course, that each 

: ase i s  a genui ne, uni dent i f i ed UFO. 

In al 1ost every one of these cases there were vague notes 
in the neNspapers of other si ght i ngs. Since, in 1any 

i n stances, the qual i t y  of i nvest i gati on see• rather poor , 

we aust refrai n fro• 1ak i ng t i ai ls of a substantial  

"Nave• .  l t  1ay , t o  so1e ex tent, b e  a wave of pub l i c  f ear 
produted by unsubstanti ated ti ai ls of " el k  Juti l at i ons• 

and •stri eber i s•" · · ·  

Cne fat t  stands t l ear ,  hDNever : The •wave• produted 

further evi dence that UFO i nvesti gati on, on the of f i c i a l  

ail i tary l evel , i s  not c ar r i ed out by FOA !the Research 

I nsti tute of Nat i onal Defencel as i s  often c l a i 1ed i n  the 

aedi a. 

Sev er al of the 1988 sight i ngs Nere reporled to l otal 

wings of the Air Force, where UFO reports are soeeti tes 

q i te wei l  r etei ved lluth depends on the atti tude of the 

of f i cer answeri ng the phone) . In 1 988 we know, fro1 the 

ne.spapers, that the Ai r Force got reports of , or 

1 6  

l 
i n v�sti gated , the Rcttne tri angl e of "arch 18 and the • 

Vit tEjä  "boeber • of Novelber 6. There were al so ru1oured 
i n iestigations of several reports in Vär1l and. None of 
t nese investi gati ons or docuaents had reathed the open, 

non- secret FDA f i l es by ear l y  1 9891 when Cl as Svahn Jade 
t op i e� froe these fi l es.  

UFO reports are routi nel y transfered, by  Swedi sh defence, 
fro1 the l ocal l evel , up the chai n-of -tDIIand to  the 
r eg i onal staf fs and f i nal l y  to the •op s• i ntel l i gente 

sect i on of the Defence Staff in Stockhol 1. ! The Staff was 
r eorgani zed on Jul y 1, 1989 and •op s• no l onger ex i sts) . 

The dozen, or so, 1988 reports that were transfered f roa 
i ntel l i gence, and that are now f ound i n  the open , 

of f i c i al f i l es of FOA are only  a watered-doNn saapl e  of 
the " •orst • cases that caae to 1i l i t ary attent i on .  It i s  
QUi te apparent that 1ost "hot • cases reporled t o  1i l it ary 
sources lsuth as the air f orce Nings) are kept i n  setrecy 

at the Defence Staff .  

A t  lea�t the better reports l1ai n l y  those with  1i l i t ary 
i lpl i cations) are probably  l ogged i nto the Staffs 
i nt el l i gente co1puter syste1 Nhere they 1ix up with notes 
of ai l i tary tests, rocket I aunchi ngs, and ai rcraft aad 
subair ine violations. A feN cl asses of UFO pheno1ena, 
such as the •roari ng pl atfor••,  or the RPV-l i ke lissi l es 
dei inete l y  Just have def ence i 1pl i cat i ons. 

' 
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I f  und e l  i ve r ab l e ,  p l ea s e  
re t u r n  t o  sende r s ta t i ng 
- i f  pos s i b l e  - t he new 
add r e s s  o f  the rece i ve r .  
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